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JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 




SUBJECT: CAMBODIAN T-28S AND AIR CREWS 


REF: STATE 087972; STATE 087969; CINCPAC 0622 18Z JUN 70 NOTAL. 


1. DELIGHTED THAT T-28S ARRIVED PHNOM PENH JUNE 10c THESE BADLY 
NEEDED AIRCRAFT ENABLE CAMBODIANS. KEEP BETWEEN 5 AND 9 SUCH 
AIRCRAFT IN AIR DURING PERIOD OTHERS BEING OVERHAULED* OF 5. T-58S 
AVAILABLE ONLY 2 WERE IN CONDITION AFTERNOON JUNE 6 (ONE CRASHED 
JUNE 9 SO TOTAL DOWN TO 4) FOR FOLLOWING REASONS. 

2« THE FEW FLYA3LE T-28S WERE OVERWORKED IN ATTEMPT SATISFY 
REQUIRED ATTACK SORTIES. SOME SORTIES CONTINUE BEING CON- 
DUCTED USING NIG-17S, BUT RANGE AND ENDURANCE LIMITATIONS WHEN 
CARRYING BOMGS IN PLACE OF EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS LIMITS UTILIZATION. 
FURTHERMORE, AMMUNITION FOR MIG- 17 CANNONS IS NOW COMPLETELY 
EXPENDED ALTHOUGH CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF BOMBS REMAIN. UNFOR- 
TUNATELY BOMBS NOT INTERCHANGEABLE BETWEEN T-28S AND MIGS DUE TO 
' BOMS SHACKLE INCOMPATIBILITY. 

3. T-28S RUNNING INTO MIXTURE OF MAINTENANCE • PROBLEMS, SYSTEMS 

MALFUNCTIONING, LOSS OF COMPRESSION ON CYLINDERS, ETC. 


4. REGARDING PILOT INFORMATION, CAMBODIANS HAVE 25 LINE PILOTS 
DUALLY QUALIFIED IN T-28 AND MIG- 17 AIRCRAFT. IN ADDITION. 

4 STAFF PILOTS SIMILARLY QUALIFIED ARE FLYING COM3 AT SORTIES. 
MOST OF THESE PILOTS WERE FORMERLY QUALIFIED IN A- 1 AIRCRAFT. 


5. PRIOR TO IS MARCH 1970, FIGHTER PILOTS WERE RECEIVING 

LITTLE^ TRAINING, AS LITTLE AS 30 MINUTES PER MONTH. SINCE OUTBREAK 

OF HISTILITIES, HOWEVER, PILOTS ARE AVERAGING ONE OR MORE SORTIES* 
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PER DAY. PROFICIENCY HAS UNDOUBTEDLY IMPROVED BUT THROUGH 
ON-THE-JOB TRAINING RATHER THAN THROUGH ORGANIZED EFFICIENCY 
• PROGRAM* 
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m 

• # 

6. ON SUBJECT OF PILOT TRAINING, WE STRONGLY ENDORSE SUGGESTION 
THAT THAIS SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TRAIN AT LEAST THE 8 THEY HAVE 
PROPOSED TRAIN. CAMBODIANS PRESENTLY HAVE 25 PERSONS WHO HAVE 
COMPLETED PRELIMINARY OFFICER TRAINING AND ARE NOW READY TO ENTER 
FLIGHT TRAINING PHASE* SOME OF THESE SPEAK SOME ENGLISH. 

7* WE CONCUR IN SUGGESTION STATE 087972 TO EFFECT THAT ALL 
PILOTS SHOULD BE TRAINED FOR FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT AND NOT RPT NOT FOF 
ROTARY. CAMBODIANS HAVE : SUFFICIENT HELICOPTER PILOTS FOR PRESENT 
NEEDS SINCE MAP PROGRAMS DO NOT INCLUDE PROVISIONS SUCH AIRCRAFT. 
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